Visceral Leishmaniasis in Renal Transplant Recipients: Report of 2 Cases.
Visceral leishmaniasis is a disease caused by the protozoan Leishmania and is transmitted by Lutzomyia longipalpis (sand fly). It is an endemic parasitic infection in numerous areas around the Mediterranean basin. Though immunocompetent patients may not develop the disease, in transplant recipients the use of corticoids and intensified immunosuppressants to prevent graft rejection may accelerate the disease, causing severe damage to the liver, spleen, and hematopoietic system. We report 2 cases of visceral leishmaniasis with an atypical presentation in transplant recipients. The first patient, who had a kidney transplant, was treated successfully with liposomal amphotericin B, and the second patient, a combined kidney-pancreas transplant recipient, suffered a relapse 3 years after treatment. Visceral leishmaniasis should be considered in the differential diagnosis of pancytopenia or unexplained fever occurring after organ transplantation in patients living in endemic areas or returning from endemic countries.